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EPISTLES  PROM  FRIENDS 

One  of  the  high  points  of  each  Yearly  Meeting 
seems  to  many  to  be  the  reading  of  Epistles  from 
other  Yearly  Meetings  throughout  the  world.  Unfortu- 
nately, these  must  be  limited,  and  the  Bulletin  this  year 
is  happy  to  bring  excerpts  from  several  which  probably 
will  not  be  read  at  Yearly  Meeting.— Ed. 

From  Ohio  Yearly  Meeting,  Burnsville 

Many  people  in  the  world  are  suffering 
from  bodily  needs,  while  we  have  been  blessed 
with  much  in  a material  way,  and  at  times  are 
almost  overwhelmed  with  the  complications  of 
this  modern  age.  Yet  we  feel  keenly  the  people 
of  our  country  are  in  need  of  spiritual  peace. 
Only  as  we  humbly  follow  the  will  of  our  Lord 
can  we  minister  to  our  neighbors  whether  at 
home  in  our  own  Meetings,  by  the  wayside,  in 
devastated  and  starving  areas  or  before  leaders 
of  nations.  Our  prayer  is  that  each  of  us  and 
each  of  you  may  be  embued  with  power  from 
on  high  and  go  forth  to  serve.  May  vve  seek 
that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give,  neither 
can  it  take  away,  and  it  shall  keep  our  hearts 
and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus. 

From  Norway  Yearly  Meeting 

We  are  thankful  for  having  contact  with 
you  all  and  thus  be  able  to  get  impressions  and 
impulses  from  the  wide  circle  of  Friends.  It 
means  so  much  to  all  of  us  to  feel  that  we  all 
in  this  chaotic  world  feel  the  same  needs  and 
wish  to  take  upon  ourselves  the  same  duties 
and  work  for  the  same  goal. 

Our  meeting  has  given  many  expressions 
of  the  fact  that  there  are  many  ways  in  which 
we  may  be  led  along  the  paths  that  should 
lead  to  the  realization  of  God’s  will  with  us. 
In  religious  questions  we  feel  that  new  ways 
are  beginning  to  open  before  us.  But  we  believe 
that  we  Friends,  when  we  seriously  try  to  walk 
along  them,  will  ultimately  reach  the  same 
goal.  But  then  we  must— as  Quakers  through 
centuries  have  done— listen  to  the  inner  voice, 
guard  the  inner  light  and  humbly  recognize 
that  of  God  in  our  fellow-men.  We  have  to  go 
out  with  a joyous  message;  and  we  have  the 
promise,  “Lo,  I am  with  you  always.” 

We  have  understood  that  Friends  through 
their  group  work  have  found  a means  that  may 
help  to  realize  something  of  the  will  of  God 
on  earth.  We  must  strengthen  and  develop 
that.  Then  we  shall— in  complete  confidence  in 
each  other— succeed  in  building  a structure  of 
fellowship  where  each  one  shall  have  his  or 


her  important  place.  Each  one  of  us  must  take 
the  task  that  is  laid  upon  him.  Nothing  is  too 
big  or  small,  neither  for  the  general  fellowship 
nor  for  Him  who  cares  for  each  and  all. 

A strong  impression  was  made  upon  us 
through  the  picture  of  Berlin  which  our  German 
guest  painted  for  us.  It  is  our  wish  that  we  may 
not  fall  asleep,  but  that  we  may  be  alive  and 
share  the  difficulties  which  our  Friends  in  the 
wider  world  have  to  face.  We  were  urged  to 
remember  that  our  task  is  to  work  for  under- 
standing and  conciliation  and  for  a reduction 
of  the  East-West  tension.  We  must  never  judge 
anything  before  we  have  taken  time  to  listen, 
and  to  weigh  carefully  both  sides  of  a problem. 

From  Indiana  Yearly  Meeting,  Richmond 

In  this  busy  world  of  tensions,  of  struggles, 
even  of  over-busyness  in  things  that  are  good, 
may  we  realize  that  the  source  of  our  strength, 
the  source  of  our  effectiveness,  the  possibility 
of  spiritual  growth,  and  so  the  coming  into  the 
reality  of  life,  all  this  depends  upon  time  spent 
in  meditation  and  prayer,  in  relating  the  pat- 
tern of  our  lives  to  the  higher  pattern  as  we  find 
it  manifest  in  the  life  of  Jesus.  We  can  know 
God  only  on  constant  association  with  Him, 
so  that  we  have  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ  in  all 
of  life’s  affairs.  We  can  know  that  He  meets 
our  needs,  that  He  enriches  our  lives,  that  He 
answers  our  prayers,  that  He  makes  himself 
available  to  all  members  of  the  human  race. 
We  would  emphasize  the  idea  that  herein  lies 
the  secret  of  the  solution  of  world  tensions,  of 
misunderstandings,  of  man’s  inhumanity  to  man. 
Let  us  as  Friends  seek  to  make  these  things 
live. 

From  North  Carolina  Yearly  Meeting,  Woodland 

During  our  Yearly  Meeting  we  have  found 
inspiration  and  hope  through  our  faith  in  our 
Heavenly  Father.  We  have  felt  hunger  and  thirst 
after  the  bread  and  water  of  life.  We  know' 
that  if  we  are  to  find  peace  of  mind  today, 
religion  must  be  not  only  willing  but  anxious 
to  absorb  new  insights.  We  must,  as  Rufus 
Jones  said,  seek  to  have  eyes  for  the  invisible. 
One  of  the  great  hindrances  in  spiritual  life 
is  brought  about  by  our  looking  for  big  things 
to  do.  “Jesus  took  a towel  . . . and  began  to 
wash  the  disciples’  feet.”  The  things  that  Jesus 
did  were  of  the  most  menial  and  commonplace 
order.  This  is  an  indication  that  it  takes  all  of 
God’s  power  for  us  to  do  the  most  commonplace 
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things  in  His  way.  We  must  do  what  is  at  hand, 
and  do  it  believing— believing  in  Him.  We  must 
realize  that  we  are  not  here  to  prove  that  God 
answers  prayers;  we  are  here  to  be  living  mon- 
uments of  God’s  peace. 


IN  THAT  WHICH  IS  ETERNAL 

The  bonds  which  draw  together  Friends 
in  a Meeting  are  always  tenuous,  and  in  the 
case  of  our  sprawling  Yearly  Meeting,  interna- 
tional and  diverse  as  to  size  and  type  of  local 
group,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  bonds  would  be 
weak  indeed.  But  we  know  that  is  not  the  case. 
We  are  bound  by  something  more  than  personal 
and  group  friendships,  than  mutual  respect  and 
common  aspirations.  These  are  usual  in  many 
groups.  Our  fellowship  is  bound  by  the  need 
and  the  decision  to  know  one  another  “in  that 
which  is  eternal.’’  Together  we  search  for  and 
find  the  will  of  our  Father  for  us,  we  decide 
upon  our  spiritual  contributions  for  these 
troubled  times. 

Yearly  Meeting  time  is  the  opportunity  for 
taking  stock,  for  exploring  new  fields,  and  for 
new  dedication.  This  is  true  whether  or  not  we 
are  among  those  privileged  to  attend  the  ses- 
sions. Our  joint  worship  and  deliberations  are 
enhanced  by  all  who  come,  but  they  are  not 
dependent  wholly  upon  them  alone. 

Each  Yearly  Meeting  seems  to  have  a spe- 
cial flavor,  compounded  of  the  surroundings,  the 
personalities  assembled,  the  pressures  and  prob- 
lems, the  seriousness  of  our  worship  and  the 
dedication  of  our  corporate  and  individual  pre- 
paration. Last  year  we  struggled  over  our  testi- 
mony on  civil  liberties  and  loyalty  oaths,  we 
saw  more  clearly  our  opportunities  and  responsi- 
bilities with  our  younger  members,  and  we  re- 
joiced over  our  six  new  Meetings.  No  one  can 
foresee  what  may  happen  at  Glen  Dawn  next 
month.  We  can  be  sure,  however,  that  it  will 
be  warmly  rewarding  in  fun  and  friendships,  in 
comparing  ideas  and  opening  new  vistas  of  com- 
muning with  God.  On  those  who  attend  lies 
the  responsibility  to  go  as- to  “a  gathered  meet- 
ing,” remembering  always  that  we  are  a religious 
society  of  Friends,  that  human  wisdom  is  useful 
only  when  directed  by  God.  On  the  members 
who  can  not  in  person  be  at  Glen  Dawn,  rests 
probably  a harder  task— to  pour  out  love  to  all, 
to  understand  the  actions,  hopes,  mistakes  and 
potentialities  of  our  fellowship,  to  strive  to  know 
all  men  “in  that  which  is  eternal.”  Let  us  pray 
for  one  another,  holding  ourselves  and  each 
other  up  to  the  light  of  God’s  love.  — E.  C.  R. 


REPORT  FROM  MEXICO  CITY 

“The  Meeting  continues,  small  but  active,”  writes 
Jean  Duckles  (Corregidora  19A,  Tlacopac,  Villa  Obre- 
gon,  Mexico  20,  D.F. ).  “We  find  a growing  participa- 
tion in  the  Mexican  Friends  Service  Committee  on  the 
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part  of  interested  non-Friends.  We  are  having  a series 
of  three  lectures  by  Heberto  Sein,  who  returned  in 
May  after  attending  the  Second  World  Pacifist  Confer- 
ence held  in  Japan.  The  Meeting  held  a retreat  on  May 
7-9  for  members  and  their  families  at  the  Comohmila 
rural  reconstruction  project  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  The  theme 
of  the  discussion  was  ‘community.’ 

“Heberto  and  Suzanne  Sein  celebrated  their  25th 
wedding  anniversary  May  5,  and  members  of  the  Meet- 
ing gathered  for  a worship  service  in  their  home  when 
the  wedding  was  repeated  and  those  present  signed  be- 
low those  who  had  signed  the  original  wedding  certifi- 
cate twenty-five  years  ago  in  Paris,  France,  Meeting. 
A reception  followed  for  a larger  circle  of  friends. 

“Ed  Duckies  has  been  busy  making  arrangements 
for  the  nine  Service  Units,  sponsored  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  in  rural  Mexican  villages 
this  summer.  Volunteers  will  work  at  a variety  of  ac- 
tivities, cooperating  with  rural  schools,  public  health 
clinics,  and  in  some  localities  will  help  with  irrigation 
projects,  water  systems  and  building  schools. 

“We  look  forward  to  visits  from  Friends  who  va- 
cation in  Mexico  this  summer.  Meeting  for  worship  is 
held  on  Sundays  at  11  at  the  Casa  de  los  Amigos 
(Friends  House)  Campeche  262,  Mexico,  D.  F. 

Florence  Smith  is  hostess  at  the  house,  and  al- 
though housing  space  is  limited  she  will  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive requests  for  reservations  and  hold  places  when- 
ever possible.” 


HEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Phillip  and  Marguerite  Wells  will  be  moving 
this  summer  to  Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  where  Phil  has  accept- 
ed a position  with  Stanford  School  of  Medicine.  His 
title,  he  writes,  “is  Associate  Dean  for  School  Develop- 
ment and  is  concerned  with  moving  the  school  to  the 
Stanford  campus  and  with  the  modification  of  curricu- 
lum to  include  more  material  directed  toward  the  im- 
provement of  student  knowledge  of  the  people  with 
whom  they  deal  as  persons  and  as  part  of  a family  and 
of  society.  We  expect  to  transfer  our  membership  to 
Palo  Alto  Meeting— we  feel  it  is  important  to  have  your 
membership  where  you  are  living.” 

0 0 0 

The  Friends  of  Willamette  Valley  Meeting  (Eu- 
gene, Corvallis,  Salem,  Portland,  and  points  between) 
are  hoping  that  a number  of  Friends  will  be  breaking 
the  journey  to  Yearly  Meeting  at  various  points  in  Ore- 
gon. They  will  provide  hospitality  as  far  as  they  are 
able.  Please  send  your  requests  to  Esther  Richards 
(2814  N.E.  27th,  Portland  12,  Oregon),  who  will  act 
as  clearing  house. 

0 0 0 

A meeting  for  worship  has  been  started  in  Sacra- 
mento, California,  writes  Betty  Tillotson  (3665  Boli- 
var Ave.,  N.  Highlands,  Calif.).  “It’s  very  small,”  she 
continues,  “only  about  5 or  6,  We  are  meeting  in  the 
Sacramento  Y.W.C.A.  at  6:30  Sunday  evenings.  If  you 
have  room  to  mention  this  in  the  Bulletin,  we’d  appre- 
ciate it,  since  we’d  like  having  visitors.” 

FURTHER  RESPONSIBILITIES 

“I  am  in  hearty  accord  with  the  recommendations 
for  ‘uniform  records’  by  your  secretary,  Isabel  Fother- 
gill  Smith,”  writes  Clement  M.  Biddle,  member  of 
Purchase,  N.Y.,  Meeting  and  associate  member  of  Tuc- 
son Monthly  Meeting.  He  has  served  as  treasurer  of 
his  Monthly  Meeting,  New  York  Yearly  Meeting  and 
the  Friends  General  Conference  and  accordingly  sends 
us  this  concern: 

“Some  Friends  are  prone  to  minimize  the  value  of 
organization.  This  is  conspiciously  unfortunate  when 
finances  are  involved.  In  each  of  my  Meeting  treas- 
urerships  I was  custodian  of  funds  trusteed  to  the 
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Meeting  by  gifts  or  bequests.  In  accepting,  the  Meet- 
ings were  under  a firm  obligation  to  fulfill  the  terms 
of  each  instrument.  In  surprisingly  few  cases  were  my 
predecessors  in  possession  of  the  original  Deeds  of 
Trust  or  did  they  have  authenticated  records  revealing 
the  donors’  expressed  stipulations. 

“A  study  of  the  books  revealed  instances  where 
the  corpus  of  the  Trusts  had  been  expended  for  cur- 
rent expenses  or  payments  not  within  the  accepted 
terms. 

“A  large  percentage  of  Monthly  and  Yearly  Meet- 
ings in  the  Eastern  States  own  such  trusteed  funds.  It 
is  unlikely  that  your  comparatively  new  Monthly  Meet- 
ings will  have  received  such  bequests  or  gifts,  but  your 
older  Meetings  like  Orange  Grove  probably  may  own 
some. 

“I  would  suggest  that  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  urge 
each  Monhtly  Meeting  to  compile  records  setting  forth 
the  terms  of  such  trusts  they  may  own  presently  or  may 
own  in  the  future,  and  that  a copy  of  all  such  instru- 
ments become  a permanent  record  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing. This  will  add  confidence  in  the  financial  stability 
of  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  at  the  start  and  the  rec- 
ords will  be  valuable  to  your  succeeding  Monthly  Meet- 
ing treasurers.” 


CONTACT  WITH  THE  DOUKHOBORS 

In  May  John  Stevenson  of  the  Argenta,  B.C., 
Meeting  wrote  of  a rewarding  contact  which  Friends 
have  had  with  certain  Doukhobors  living  fairly  near 
them  in  Canada.  “The  members  of  our  Meeting.”  he 
writes,  “have  felt  concern  for  these  folks  for  some  time. 
We  have  had  speakers  who  had  been  members  of  the 
Doukhobor  Consultative  Committee  at  each  of  our  Eas- 
ter Kootenay  Friends  Fellowship  meetings,  and  we 
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have  done  some  reading.  We  have  wished  we  could 
visit  with  some  of  them,  invite  them  to  stay  in  our 
homes.  We  have  wanted  them  to  know  we  have  a feel- 
ing of  love  and  respect  for  them,  while  disagreeing  with 
some  of  the  actions  of  their  members.  The  problem  was 
how  to  make  the  first  step  without  making  them  think 
we  were  prying  into  their  affairs.  Oddly  enough  this 
was  taken  care  of  by  a newspaper  story  in  the  Nelson 
News,  entitled  ‘Quakers  in  Argenta.’  One  of  the  Douk- 
hobors wrote  asking  if  they  could  visit  us.” 

The  evening  they  chose  to  arrive  was  one  which 
had  been  been  planned  as  a climax  to  the  community 
and  school  musical  activities,  with  a rhythm  band, 
chorus  and  small  orchestra.  Several  persons  from  the 
nearby  community  had  been  asked  as  special  guests. 
“Unfortunately,”  John  continues,  “Helen  and  I had  to 
be  away  most  of  the  day  and  were  hurrying  home  to 
hear  Janet’s  debut,  when  we  saw  some  lights  from  a 
car  across  the  lake  signalling  to  us.  We  turned  the  boat 
and  headed  across  to  see  if  there  were  some  late  comers 
arriving  for  the  musical  evening.  To  our  surprise  it 
was  a car-load  of  folks  we  have  never  seen  before,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Antifefe  and  Peter  and  Vera  Popoff  and  their 
older  two  children  Peter  and  Mildred.  Of  course  we 
invited  them  to  come  over,  not  knowing  how  many 
beds  had  been  promised  to  an  unknown  number  visitors 
already  in  Argenta! 

“We  arrived  in  time  to  hear  the  end  of  the  pro- 
gram and  fed  our  guests  a belated  supper.  Since  the 
next  day  was  Sunday,  we  sorted  people  out,  with  folks 
in  most  every  home  in  the  community,  the  Popoffs  at 
the  Rushes’  and  the  Antifefes  in  our  bedroom.  The 
attic  was  turned  into  a men’s  dormitory. 

“We  had  very  little  time  to  talk  with  our  friends 
in  the  morning  before  Meeting  activities  got  under  way. 


RESERVATIONS  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING 

Glen  Dawn  Baptist  Camp,  Auburn,  Wash. 

AUGUST  12,  13,  14.  15,  1954 

To:  Hertha  Atkinson 

1522  Ninth  Ave.,  West 
Seattle  99,  Washington 

Please  make  reservations  for  my  party.  Inclosed  is  $2.00  registration  fee  for  each  adult. 

Men  (Names) 

Women  (Names) 

Young  People  (Names  and  ages,  5 to  16) 

Children  1 ( Names  and  ages,  0 to  5 ) 

A.  Cabin  Accommodation  and  full  board,  Aug.  12  (evening)  to  Aug.  15  (lunch) 

Adult  fee— $10,  plus  registration,  $2.00  

Young  people’s  fee  (5  to  16),  $8.00  

Children  under  five,  free 

Bring  your  own  blankets  or  bed  roll,  sheets,  pillows,  towels,  bathing  suits,  tennis  shoes. 
Please  note:  It  may  be  chilly  in  Washington  in  August. 

B.  Camping  (You  have  to  provide  all  camping  equipment  except  stoves) 

Registration,  $2.00  per  adult  

Camping  fee,  50c  per  night  for  each  person  over  3 years  

Number  of  campers  Children  under  3 

C.  Charges  for  separate  meals  are  as  follows: 

per  adult  Youngster,  3 to  12 


Breakfast 

50c 

50c 

Lunch 

75c 

38c 

Dinner 

1.00 

50c 

Free  meals  for  children  under  3 years 
Comments  on  room,  location,  special  needs,  etc. 


There  is  half-hourly  bus  service  between  Seattle  and  Tacoma  and  vice  versa.  The  camp 
is  3 miles  off  Highway  99,  on  which  these  busses  travel.  Transportation  from  the  highway 
will  be  provided  for  those  who  need  it. 

Transportation  for  will  be  needed  

Note : $2.00  registration  fee  for  each  adult  must  accompany  reservation.  Deadline  for 
reservation  for  entire  period,  August  3.  No  refunds  after  that  date.  Board  payable  on  arrival. 

Note:  The  management  of  Glen  Dawn  requests  guests  to  refrain  from  smoking  on  the 
grounds  and  refrain  from  sports  on  Sunday. 

Date  Signature  

Address  
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Our  Sunday  schedule  is  now  divided  into  three  periods: 
a time  for  singing,  a time  for  meeting  based  on  silence, 
and  a class  time. 

“During  the  singing,  we  prevailed  upon  our  Douk- 
hobor  guests  to  sing  us  a Russian  song.  I have  seldom 
heard  such  music  as  those  six  people  produced.  They 
had  never  sung  together  before,  but  it  was  symphonic 
in  quality. 

“The  adult  class  had  been  discussing  loyalty  and 
respect,  tussling  with  the  problem  of  how  to  show  re- 
spect for  personality  while  making  clear  possible  dis- 
agreement with  particular  actions  or  ideas.  I entered 
the  class,  as  chairman  of  the  discussion,  with  some  mis- 
givings! We  still  had  most  of  our  guests  of  the  night 
before,  some  of  whom  were  quite  conservative  and 
tending  to  be  on  the  patriotic  side. 

“After  outlining  our  past  definitions  and  conclu- 
sions, I asked  the  newcomers  to  comment,  with  a spe- 
cial request  that  the  Doukhobor  friends  bring  up  any 
matters  on  their  minds.  Things  went  along  at  a sur- 
prisingly even  tempo.  This  was  aided  by  the  calm, 
well-worded  answers  and  comments  by  Peter  Popoff. 
In  fact,  before  the  meeting  was  over,  one  of  the  visitors 
admitted  he  had  had  a strong  dislike  for  Doukhobors 
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and  hoped  that  more  people  could  have  a chance  to 
know  them  better. 

“Just  as  I was  saying  the  time  was  up,  Peter  Popoff 
asked  to  say  a few  words.  He  said  that  many  Douk- 
hobors had  heard  of  the  Friends  in  Argenta  and  he  had 
come  to  find  out  what  we  were  like.  He  made  a few 
complimentary  remarks,  then  asked  if  the  Doukhobors 
could  help  Friends  in  Argenta— financially!  This  came 
as  a moving  and  amazing  climax  to  a week-end  of 
amazing  events.  I believe  there  were  few  dry  eyes 
among  us  at  this  offer  from  people  who  themselves  are 
frequently  in  financial  straits.  We  assured  them  that 
we  felt  they  needed  their  money  for  their  own  people, 
and  that  we  hoped  they  might  make  it  possible  for  the 
Doukhobors  to  visit  us  another  time.” 


FOR  YOUR  SUMMER'S  READING 

1954  marks  the  twentieth  year  of  publication  of 
Pendle  Hill  pamphlets,  which  have  become  a source  of 
enlarged  horizons  for  so  many  Friends  and  a means  of 
spreading  our  ideas  and  ideals  among  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  readers  outside  the  Society.  Seventy-eight 
pamphlets  have  been  published;  a number  of  them  are 
now  out  of  print.  For  the  last  six  years,  the  pamphlets 
have  been  issued  six  every  year.  Of  the  last  series, 
Winifred  Rawlins’  The  Inner  Islands  has  been  reviewed 
in  this  paper.  The  other  five  are  as  follows: 
Everyman's  Struggle  for  Peace,  by  Horace  Alexander, 
should  be  in  the  library  of  all  workers  for  peace  to 
encourage  and  stimulate  to  increased  devotion  and 
effort. 

Puerto  Rican  Neighbor,  by  Roy  Schuckman,  is  a reveal- 
ing and  timely  narrative  showing  some  of  the  condi- 
tions in  this  underprivileged  country  which  has  a unique 
relationship  with  the  United  States. 

McCarthyism,  the  Seed  Is  in  Us,  by  James  Bristol,  is 
an  uncomfortable  analysis  of  the  fear  and  procrastination 
in  the  United  States  which  makes  possible  the  develop- 
ment of  McCarthyism,  a development  not  at  all  limited 
to  the  excesses  of  one  man.  But  this  ominous  trend  can 
be  stopped,  and  Jim  Bristol’s  pamphlet  will  help  us  all 
to  see  where  we  should  be  working. 

Poets  Walk  In,  by  Anna  Petit  Broomell,  is  an  intimate 
and  charming  account  of  the  growth,  through  shared 
experience,  of  a group  of  people  who  would  not  perhaps 
have  all  claimed  to  be  “poets,”  but  who  all  love  poetry. 
Can  Quakerism  Speak  to  the  Times?,  by  John  H.  Hobart. 
The  director  of  studies  at  Pendle  Hill  sees  that  Quaker- 
ism is  not  the  forceful  movement  of  its  inception,  but 
it  has  in  it  the  possibilities  of  development  of  a living 
faith  expressed  in  modern  terms,  which  can  meet  the 
needs  of  the  times. 
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